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THE cubAN SPEECH

We asked Cubans and Cuban-Americans to write part of
a speech that they would like President Barack Obama to
deliver. An edited version of this material was compiled
into a final speech and performed publicly by a Barack
Obama look-alike in the city of Pittsburgh, USA and
videotaped for online distribution. More info can be found
at conflictkitchen.org.

Anonymous / 13 / Student / Cuban
What I would like is for the United States to make communication between family members more
regular and migration easier.
Anonymous / 15 / Student / Cuban
There needs to be more communication between relatives living in both our countries, to make it
so it wasn’t so difficult for Cubans to leave their country to visit the United States.
William / 20 / Political Science college student / Cuban-American
I forget the last time I had anything to say about Cuba, and I find that upsetting. We like to talk
a lot about defending human rights, but then we trade and have close ties to China, and Vietnam,
and Russia. We have Cuba 90 miles from our shore and we have forgotten about it. All Americans,
we tend to care about things that happen far away, but when something happens close to us we
do not care so much. I feel it should be the opposite, because when something is closer to you, you
can have more of an impact. I mean how is an everyday American supposed to impact the people
of Syria or Iran? It’s just mind boggling.
Adrian / 20 / College Student / Cuban-American
The embargo obviously doesn’t work and it needs to be ended even though this may be unpopular
with some Cubans in the United States. I’m a little bit of a politics and history buff, and the issue
I see with the embargo is that it doesn’t prevent the rest of the world from trading with them. I see
how the Embargo has hurt the Cuban people but not removed the Cuban government. I have taken
economics, and I am interested in how you don’t have an economy without incentives and that’s
obviously one of the major problems with communism. We Americans need to realize that the best
way to stick it to the Cuban system is to win them over with trade, if we open up Cuban/American
relations, I can’t see how it will backfire.
Anonymous / 20 / Psychology Student / Cuban
First, the blockade should be eliminated. Obviously it isn’t something that could be accomplished
from one day to the next, but I think that all the resources that a country so developed can give to a
country in the Third World should be taken advantage of. I’m aware of many times that Cuba has not
accepted the help provided by the United States and I’m not in agreement with that. I believe that
as a free and independent country, Cuba can be helped without becoming a colony.
Claudia / 20 / College Student / Cuban-American
Some of the high school aged kids I know who just came from Cuba to Miami still see the good in
the way that Castro has governed, they still defend him. Its hard, they grew up there so they are
not as critical. But if they see democracy and capitalism in the works I think they will probably
understand that this is a better version of what Cuba probably could be. The future of Cuba doesn’t
have to be America 2.0, it just needs to be a place where people have the freedom of speech, where
people can prosper individually, and they aren’t so oppressed by the regime.
Anonymous / Graphic Design Student / Cuban-American
I will start by lifting the economic and political blockade we have against Cuba. I will also
respect Cuba’s political decisions and the struggle being carried out in Cuba against international
terrorists, many of which are found in the United States and granted impunity. I will free those
that have struggled to eliminate terrorism.
Anonymous / Student in the Department of Economics at the University of Havana / Cuban
In my opinion, it seems to me that the United States’ policy towards Cuba should evolve. It should
break the chains of many years past and leave behind the hostilities between the two governments.
The United States and Cuba have many things in common and share many families. We should
establish bonds of friendship and support and establish agreements that benefit both countries.
We need to establish a connection like there has never been before with our neighboring island
country and promote economic unity and the fields of health, tourism, education, etc.
Anonymous / Psychology Student / Cuban
I think it is time to remove the embargo so that Cuba can develop. To me, the fact that we have
different systems and ideologies doesn’t mean that we are different. In the end, we are human beings.
Anonymous / Student in the Psychology Department at the University of Havana, Cuban
I should remove the blockade that so limits the daily life of all Cubans. I should give all North
Americans the opportunity to get to know Cuba, so that they may know the country, the people,
and thereby contribute to the union of both countries.
Christina / 22 / Barista / Cuban-American
A young Cuban-American woman recently told me that she wants her children to grow up in a world
that she did not. She wants to be able to travel with her abuelo, her father, to see where he grew
up, to experience Cuban culture first hand. She wants see a world, in her lifetime, that is no longer
driven by trivial past hates. A world where being Cuban is not followed by questions about escape
and communism, but of culture and knowledge.
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Anonymous / 25 / Journalist, Cuban
My foreign policy towards Cuba, towards Latin America, towards every country and culture of the
world, should be, first off, political. When international relations with other countries are based only
on financial interests, politics end up turning into a business. Historically, policy has been defined
as a negotiation between states to the benefit of a single minority, but this is a perverse distortion
(of the true meaning of policy). International policy should be grounded in the respect for the
sovereignty of every people to decide their destiny given that we share the same living space, which
requires peace, harmony and justice to survive. The problem of how the U.S. oligarchy conceives
Cuba is not confined to Cuba. It is the result of how we define ourselves. If we stopped considering
ourselves superior with the exclusive capacity to determine what is good and what is bad solely to
our advantage, our “policy” in relation to other countries would be true policy. Everyone (including
the oligarchy) would be truly happy, and surely I would not end my two terms as president with so
many gray hairs.
Alina / 26 / Performance Artist / Cuban
The United States should not underestimate, in our practical analysis of the Cuban question, the
situation of contemporary artists on the island. No society can be part of modern culture if their
thoughts do not fly freely. In the same way that human rights can’t be negotiated, neither can art
submit to any State ideology. Cuban artists are among the most sensitive souls of the nation and
their works have to be valued in freedom, each work living a moment of splendor. No Cuban artist
deserves the punishment of having to keep their works in a drawer. To them I say: enough of the
blacklists in Cuba; this is the moment to make your resistance known. Enough of closed doors and
stigmas—and I include here North American academia itself, which from a naïve leftist bias is
still confounding fidelity with Fidelism.
Yeniskel / 28 / Artist / Cuban
For the time being, the U.S. government will order the Department of the Treasury to redirect the
budget for Transition Assistance in Cuba exclusively toward communications.

A budget of 42 million
dollars annually will be awarded to any company that provides Cubans with access to the Internet
and the reception of television signals. This will multiply the strength of television broadcasts to
Cuba so that Cubans can tune in to programming like CNN from their homes. This new strategy is
intended to reverse the Cuban public’s lack of information, with the aim of connecting citizens all
over the world. Of course, for these measures to be effective, a large number of intermediaries and
administrative expenses in the Cuban exile community must be removed.
Lia / 29 / Musician, Writer, Visual Artist and Blogger / Cuban
Cuba needs to envision itself as a different society from what it is today. It appears that Cuba is
endlessly waiting, with more anxieties for the present than for the future. But Cubans remind me
that a glimmer of light and hope exists. Every rope has its breaking point. Cubans and CubanAmericans must move forward together or nothing will improve for their people. The challenges that
await them are beyond just parties and politics. We are sure that the efforts and the industriousness
of the Cuban people will be rewarded. Cubans deserve to choose their future; Cubans deserve to
realize their dreams. God bless Cuba!
Tania / 29 / Dentist / Cuban
So I am afraid. I am afraid of what would happen if the Cuban government heard that the primary
objective of most citizens was to abandon the country. I am afraid of what would happen if the
Castro brothers, or their children, nieces and nephews, were held responsible for the basic human
rights that have been denied to the Cuban citizens for decades. Why can’t Cubans be considered
citizens of the world? Why does the Cuban government punish its own citizens if they dare to
communicate with the United States, while such dialogue with members of Congress, businessmen,
military leaders and other high profile personalities has never ceased? I am afraid that if we
unilaterally lifted the economic embargo, the Cuban people would see clearly that their true
enemy is not the United States.
Danilo / 30 / Graffiti Artist / Cuban
Cubans in Cuba, Cubans in the United States, Cubans of the world: today the United States reaches
out a hand to your citizens, but not to your government. The Castros are currently being investigated
in international courts for their involvement in the assassination of the peaceful leaders Oswaldo
Payá and Harold Cepero, and criminal cases are to be opened for the death of the founder of the
Ladies in White, Laura Pollán, and the dozens of victims of the Tugboat “13 de Marzo,” along with
those who died in the revolts of the so-called Maleconazo on August 1994. Furthermore, we will
never forget the many Cubans devoured by sharks in the Florida Straits while desperately seeking
a life of freedom and truth.
Arelys / 30 / Biologist / Cuban
Notwithstanding all of this, our government is willing to develop new economic and political
relations with Cuba; we extend an invitation to discuss these issues. We have opened this door
in the best interest of Cuban-Americans living in our country, and in the interest of our allies in
Cuba. Changes in U.S. policy toward Cuba that strengthen economic and political exchange will
be a source of help to the Cuban people. Our countries must enter into a new era. I cannot agree
with those who argue that this collaborative U.S. position would offer an economic lifeline to the
regime in Havana. Rather, it will provide alternatives and tools to Cuban citizens, empowering
them to break the chains of oppression and determine their own future.
Frank / 32 / Independent Journalist / Cuban
In the last few decades, we have erected a commercial embargo against the Cuban regime. Since
its rise to power, the regime has tried to export communism to other Latin American countries,
promoting the creation of terrorist groups and supporting dictatorial systems. This embargo is
an act against the government, not the people of Cuba. We are not enemies of the Cuban people.
On the contrary, we consider them our brothers and sisters.
Daniel / 32 / Independent Journalist / Cuban
Although President Raúl Castro has undertaken tepid economic and social reforms, the Cuban
government must make democracy a fundamental part of its political, economic and social

management. Respect for human and civil rights, including truly free elections, is not negotiable.
The United States promotes democracy in the world, and for this reason, it has found an enemy in
Cuba. The Cuban government continues to support dictatorships in the region, and gives asylum
to international terrorists.
Roberto / Independent Journalist / Editor / Cuban
The Cuban government should be condemned for human rights abuses, arbitrary detentions and
torture. It has persecuted civil society, human rights activists, freelance journalists, and members
of the political opposition movements. As a one-party regime, it violates the Cuban citizens’ right
to self-determination. Governments are designed to serve the public. Cuban citizens must demand
that this principle is upheld. Otherwise, the citizen becomes a slave. He ceases to exist as a citizen.
Héctor / Freelance Journalist / Cuban
We call for an immediate end to the beatings, mistreatment and abuse of peaceful protestors
demanding freedom for political prisoners and conscientious objectors cloistered in Cuban
prisons. The government of the United States demands that free, democratic and transparent
general elections be held immediately, granting the participation of all citizens, without political
discrimination or ideological exclusions. We condemn Cuba’s weapons trade with North Korea—
a violation of UN sanctions—and the collusion of Cuban leaders with military regimes and
terrorism-harboring nations around the world.
Anonymous / 34 / Homemaker / Cuban
We need to stop restricting visitors and arrive at some agreement to start allowing the importing
of goods from Cuba.
Ciro / 35 / Punk Musician / Bachelor of Mathematics / Cuban
There are many lessons to be learned from our neighbors in the Caribbean. Just imagine if the
United States had to exist for a week under the Cuban regime. We would eliminate so many
American problems. We would eliminate obesity: since it would be far too difficult to keep people
well fed. We would eliminate urban poverty: since the homeless would be arrested and imprisoned
as a menace to society. We would eliminate unemployment: since every American would have
a job, but make less money than needed to survive. We would resolve the health care debate:
since every American would have access to free, yet appalling, medical service. We would solve
the immigration debate: since nobody would want to come to the United States. And all together,
liberals, conservatives, Democrats, Republicans, not forgetting our fellow Communist Americans—
would stop defending the interests of their political parties, because there would be no parties or
politicians for that matter. There would be nothing more to complain about in this America, as no
one would have the right of speech.
Polina / 37 / Writer / Cuban
Cuba is constructed like a giant with feet of clay. Very few are safe from a barbarism based on
bread and circus, or what a Cuban novelist in exile once called the “everyday nothingness.” No
nation can be happy without a future. And the future of the island begins today. It is José Martí’s
formula for triumphant love “with all, and for the good of all,” that we Americans must embrace.
The Cuban giant with feet of clay must say “enough,” get up and walk.
Marcos / Cuban
Granda / 38 / Cuban
David / 39 / Artistic Producer / Cuban
Darío / 42 / Cuban
Cubans today live in an aged country in ruins; the solution to their despair is to go very far from
their native land. This presents a difficult choice between remaining a native Cuban and following
the illusions of a better future. However, the personal sacrifice of leaving their homeland often leads
to unhappiness. The island sells its sociopolitical model as if it were “a paradise.” However, more
reliable reports present a different picture. Today’s Cubans are suffocating in the wake of several
generations plunged into resignation. The U.S. government hopes to imagine a future in which
Cuban citizens don’t have to sacrifice being Cuban in exchange for liberty or prosperity. Before
asking ourselves what Cubans can do for their own country, let’s ask them what Cubans think
our country can do for them.
Anonymous / 40 / Bachelor in Economics / Cuban
I have the opportunity to change a lot in the world, to demonstrate that I deserved the Nobel Peace
Prize. I can end wars and embargos. Cuba deserves and needs the end of the blockade. Aren’t there
already enough votes in the United Nations against our absurd policy? How great would it be for an
Afro-descendent like myself to enact this lesson of courage and bravery. I still have the chance to
change the world.
Anonymous / 41 / Audio Recorder / Cuban
I would like to change our foreign policy towards Cuba by: removing the economic and commercial
embargo, allowing bonds of friendship to exist, creating just and logical immigration law, and
cultural exchanges.
Anonymous / 42 / Librarian / Cuban
I will allow for the Cuban people and the people of the United States to have a relationship of
cultural, scientific and commercial exchange based on principles of mutual respect, ethics and
sovereignty. Also, the occupied territory of Guantanamo will be returned to Cuba and liberty will
be granted to the four Cubans unjustly incarcerated in the U.S.
Camilo / 43 / Cultural Promoter / Freelance Journalist / Cuban
American citizens: In this historic moment, Cubans are wondering what legacy will be left for
future generations. Will Cuba be known as a country rebuilt by its citizens, a country respected by
the international community? Or will it be known as a country destroyed at the whim of the elite
and powerful? We cannot remain unmoved by injustice. We cannot remain silent for fear that we
might be accused of international meddling. If Cuba is to be rebuilt, all citizens must take part in

the building. Across the country, a slogan is heard: “Cuba will change if we want it to.” We must
support the people’s will to change their country.
Pablo / 46 / Independent Journalist / Cuban
Cuba is part of the American continent, but isolated in this region by the practices of the Castro
regime, which functions primarily to maintain its power at any cost, and to assert this power over
the institutionally vulnerable countries of the hemisphere. The welfare of the Cuban people does
not matter to the Castro brothers. They only seek alliance with those who will help them retain their
stranglehold on the island. Their petty anti-U.S. sentiment creates an ideological, economic and
military platform against integration with the rest of the Americas.
Anonymous / 47 / MBA, Cuban
I should change our economic, commercial, and financial policy towards Cuba given that it’s been
shown that the current policies don’t fulfill their objectives and only hurt the Cuban people. The U.S.
and Cuba should have mutually beneficial political, economic, and commercial relations based in
equal rights and the mutual respect for the sovereignty of the laws both countries.
Manuel / 50 / Social Activist of the Citizen Committee for Racial Integration / Cuban
We have put an end to the Cold War rhetoric that for so long dominated the diplomacy of the United
States towards Cuba. We have resumed negotiation between our governments, hoping to share
different viewpoints and work together on common challenges. We have liberalized people-to-people
contacts and we have resumed stalled talks between our governments, to exchange points of views
and to improve projects on issues that could protect us all against common challenges. We are
ready to facilitate a peaceful transition to democracy. But the Cuban government must move in this
same direction as well. The case of Alan Gross, an American citizen unjustly imprisoned in Cuba,
continues to hinder the possibility of further progress.
Anonymous / 55 / Assistant / Cuban
We need to change our policy towards the Cuban government, because those most affected are the
Cuban people. For years the embargo has affected free trade, access to medicine and the ability to
visit relatives on both sides of the border. For decades, despite all these restrictions from the U.S.
government, the people of Cuba and the people of the United States continue being brothers.
Anonymous / 60s / Cuban-American
We should lift the blockade on American citizens traveling to Cuba. But we haven’t done this
because we think every American dollar spent in Cuba goes to Fidel Castro’s pocket. That is totally
absurd. I mean there is a reason the United Nations has condemned the embargo. We say that Cuba
is an advocate for international terrorism, but this is an absolute lie. Fidel Castro condemned the
attack on the towers in New York City, the same day that they were attacked. You, the American
people, are not allowed to go to Cuba. You know that is against the American constitution,
prohibiting people from free travel in the world.
Jose / 63 / Professor / Cuban-American
I have always opposed the blockade. The Cubans call it the blockade, and we call it an embargo. I
believe it’s illegal. The reason we have not lifted the blockade is because there are upper-class
Cubans in Miami who oppose it. And we have been hostages to this group for more than fifty years
now. It’s only hurting the Cuban people, not the Cuban government. Listen, we have relations
with China, and China is a communist country. We have relations with Vietnam, and Vietnam is a
Communist country. We have even established negotiations with North Korea, and now with Syria,
and those are countries that have openly opposed and sometimes fought against the United States.
Cuba has never fought against the U.S., why do we not have relations with them? I firmly believe
that we should return Guantanamo Bay to Cuba—I mean even the British returned Gibraltar to
Spain. It is outrageous for us to have prisoners there. The only reason Bush sent the prisoners from
Iraq to Cuba is to torture them in Cuba, because it is out of the United States. So this is an illegal
prison that we have in a country of which we shouldn’t even be in.
Venetia / 63 / Teacher / Cuban-American
The embargo—most Americans don’t even know what the hell it is, it be honest. People my age
might, but most people do not know what it is. It would have been good if I had lifted the it in the
first week of my second term. What we need to do is quit encouraging Cubans to leave Cuba by
giving them free rent, medical care, and food stamps as soon as they come to the United States.
This is one of my biggest gripes. I think the Catholic Charities are a front, to be honest, for the State
Department. They give Cuban defectors money as soon as they get here, they have an apartment
all furnished, ready for them. So it’s not just that Cubans hate Fidel—they don’t even see him—
it’s that they want to have more money, more this, more that. I really think most people want to
be Capitalists at heart. There is a Cuban woman in Miami that never worked a day in her life. She
gets Social Security. And I say “Whoa!” I say “This is not fair.” But our government does it, and
this is how the guys in Florida get elected all the time. I mean why would you vote for Republicans?
Because you’re poor? No poor person is a Republican.
Anonymous / 71 / Secretary / Cuban
I will change the aggressive policy towards Cuba; give freedom to the four Cuban anti-terrorists
that we have incarcerated; and eliminate the blockade against Cuba since their hospitals need
equipment to care for the health of their children.
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